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Take advantage of this study guide and use it to the fullest. 
Watch the Family Foundations in Sound Doctrine video 

tracks. Then engage your whole family in questions that will test 
recall, stir up discussion, and spur further learning.

In this study guide, you will find six questions per chapter of 
the Second London Baptist Confession of Faith. Some of these 
questions come directly from the accompanying video series. 
Certain of these questions will be based more upon terms and 
phrases in the confession. Others will focus on application of 
doctrine to your life. 

Questions are generally geared for a family. Adults and 
children of all ages can engage in this interactive learning process.

Each chapter of this study guide also contains suggested 
memory verses for the doctrine that you are studying. We 
encourage you to commit these to memory and to test your 
children on them. Having these verses committed to memory can 
be a great asset to personal holiness, ministering to others, and 
defending the faith. 

Learning doctrine is work, but the end is worth it. We must 
persevere. Let us beseech God to teach ourselves and our 
families about Himself and how He desires us to live. Then, let us 
train our children.

We trust that, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, we will see 
fruit, if we labor to lay a foundation in sound, biblical doctrine 
and bathe it in prayer.

 USING THIS GUIDE 
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My prayer is that this family study guide of the Second      
London Baptist Confession of 1689 will promote many 

happy moments in families as they consider the contours of the 
love of God.

It is vital that families are firmly grounded in sound doctrine. 
Strong families make for strong churches, and strong churches 
spread the Gospel throughout the world.

Perhaps it could be used of Lord for the raising up of a new 
generation of faithful church members, elders, and deacons who 
will declare the knowledge of God to the ends of the earth.

In providing this study guide, we are proclaiming the critical 
role of the family in upholding sound doctrine. God has given 
these confessions of faith to families to help instruct children in 
sound doctrine. In fact, the Westminster Confession of Faith, in its 
introduction, appeals first of all to heads of households to teach 
these things to their families. And, of course, the Westminster 
Confession and the Second London Baptist Confession are 
almost word-for-word identical. The Westminster Confession of 
Faith appeals in this way:

“How much the serious endeavours of godly parents 
and masters might contribute to an early seasoning the 
tender years of such as are under their inspection, is 
abundantly evident, not only from their special influence 

 INTRODUCTION 
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upon them, in respect of their authority over them, 
interest in them, continual presence with them, and 
frequent opportunities of being helpful to them; but 
also from the sad effects which, by woeful experience, 
we find to be the fruit of the omission of this duty. 
It were easy to set before you a cloud witnesses, the 
language of whose practice hath been not only an 
eminent commendation of this duty, but also a serious 
exhortation to it. As Abel, though dead, yet speaks by his 
example to us for imitation of his faith, &c., Heb. xi. 4; so 
do the examples of Abraham, of Joshua, of the parents 
of Solomon, of the grandmother and mother of Timothy, 
the mother of Augustine, whose care was as well to nurse 
up the souls as the bodies of their little ones; and as their 
pains herein was great, so was their success in no way 
unanswerable.”1

The confession continues to address heads of households:

“That as the Lord hath set them in place above the 
rest of their family, they would labour in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding to be above them also. It 
is an uncomely sight to behold men in years babes in 
knowledge; and how unmeet are they to instruct others, 
who need themselves to be taught which be the first 
principles of the oracles of God, Heb. v. 12.”2

We often forget that the confessions were written for 
families. They were designed to establish sound doctrine in the 
family so that the rich colors and compelling textures of the 
majesty of God would live in their minds. 
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 CHAPTER I 
Of the Holy Scriptures

Questions 

1. What does it mean that Scripture is sufficient, certain, and 
infallible? (Try to support these ideas from Scripture.) 

 
 
 
 

2. Why is it important that we have God’s Word as our 
foundation? 

 
 
 
 

3. What does it mean when the confession uses the phrase, 
“The heavenliness of the matter”? 
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4. What does it mean when the confession uses the phrase, 
“The consent of all the parts”? How does this effect 
interpretation of God’s Word? 

 
 
 

5. Why do we need to know and meditate upon the Word of 
God? 

 
 
 
 

6. What does the “verbal inspiration” of the Bible mean? 
 
 
 

 
Memory Verses
The sufficiency of the Word of God: 2 Tim. 3:16-17

The power of the Word of God: Ps. 19:7-9

The touchstone for all of life: Isa. 8:19-20

The inspiration of the Word of God: 2 Pet. 1:20-21


