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The Finishing Grace of the Creation

“Woman was the finishing grace of the creation. Wom-
an was the completeness of man’s bliss in Paradise. 
Woman was the cause of sin and death to our world. 
The world was redeemed by the Seed of the woman. 
Woman is the mother of the human race. She is either 
our companion, counselor, and comforter in the pil-
grimage of life; or she is our tempter, scourge, and de-
stroyer. Our sweetest cup of earthly happiness or our 
bitterest draught of sorrow is mixed and administered 
by her hand. She not only renders smooth or rough our 
path to the grave, but helps or hinders our progress to 
immortality. In heaven we shall bless God for her aid 
in assisting us to reach that blissful state; or amidst 
the torments of unutterable woe in another region, we 
shall deplore the fatality of her influence…”

John Angell James, Female Piety,  as quoted in Chapel Library’s” 
Free Grace Broadcaster,  Issue, 196, Virtuous Womanhood 
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For kingdom making and dominion taking women

The world needs Christ loving, husband helping, 
home making, dominion taking, kingdom making 
women. 

The Bible not only teaches women to be possessors 
of gentle and quiet spirits, it also teaches them to 
exercise their God given wisdom and strength. They 
are vigorous and strong and distinctively feminine. 
They are supremely secure and are not frightened by 
any fear. They are brimming with confidence in the 
future and are not tossed to and fro by every wind 
of doctrine. They are happy because they fear the 
Lord and love His ways. Their worth is far above ru-
bies, and they bring gain to their households. They 
are girded with strength and their clothing is of fine 
linen. The law of kindness is upon their lips. They do 
their husbands good all the days of their lives. They 
are “pillars sculptured in palace style” with adorn-
ments that radiate the beauty of Christ and diffuse 
the fragrance of the aroma of Christ in every place 

Preface
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(1 Peter 3:6; Proverbs 31; Psalm 144:12; 2 Corinthi-
ans 2:14-15). This book contains the stuff that makes 
women like this.

For my own daughters 

In these pages you will find the scripture passages 
and the principles I attempted to teach my own 
daughters as I sought to “bring them up in the train-
ing and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). It 
lists the primary passages of scripture and outlines 
the conclusions I communicated to them from the 
time they were little girls. My hope was to fulfill the 
appeal of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Sanc-
tify them by Your truth. Your word is truth” (John 
17:17).

A biblically faithful vision for womanhood

I wanted my daughters to have a clear vision of 
womanhood that did not arise from my personal 
understanding. I did not want it to spring from our 
family culture, nor did I want it to ascend from their 
personal inclinations and passions. And I definitely 
did not want it to be based on the cultural models 
around us. Because scripture is sufficient for all of 
life, their vision of womanhood had to be defined 
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and limited by the very words of scripture so that 
they “may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.”(2 Timothy 3:17).

Culture at war with God

There are so many confusing and diabolical messag-
es for young women today. Because every culture of 
the world is at war with God we must communicate 
to our daughters that if we follow the common cul-
ture, we will be embracing it’s rebellion against God. 
This is why God commands us not to “learn the way 
of the Gentiles,” (Jeremiah 10:2) or to “walk in the 
statutes of the nations” (1 Kings 17:8), or to “learn 
to follow the abominations of those nations” (Deuter-
onomy 18:9) but to, “be saved from this wicked and 
perverse generation” (Acts 2:40). 

Prepared for God ordained roles

I believe that daughters should be prepared from 
their youth to fulfill the biblical vision. They should 
honor the Lord their God by learning from Him and 
being satisfied in Him. He has designed rich and ful-
filling roles for them and it would dishonor God and 
harm them to self-consciously mix the ways of the 
world with His ways. I encouraged my daughters to 
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love His ways and cleave to His ways even though the 
voices of the world are always screaming for a differ-
ent way. I would tell them that the ways of wisdom 
“are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and 
happy are all who retain her” (Proverbs 3:17-18).

Is biblical womanhood a relic of an ancient culture?

We live in an environment where many Christian 
parents and leaders act as if the words and phrases 
and principles in the Bible are simply relics of an 
ancient culture rather than a representation of the 
heart of God. This is why they see no problem with 
encouraging girls to spend their time doing things 
that have nothing to do with their biblically defined 
roles. I think this is a travesty against womanhood, 
against the family, against the church and the state. 
I would like to suggest that to train a daughter for 
something she has not been designed for or called 
to do (by God) is “setting aside the command of God 
for the sake of your tradition” (Matthew 15:3). This is 
why, in training my girls, I determined to train them 
only for what the Bible calls them to be and do. This 
is why I would not allow my daughters to train to be 
lawyers or politicians or corporate executives. None 
of these things seem to even come close to fulfill-
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ing the biblical vision of womanhood. Therefore I 
believed that it was wrong for me to cultivate desires 
for these things, even if my daughters seemed “gift-
ed’ in those areas or had a natural passion for them. 
Our daughters may be gifted in many areas, but they 
have been clearly appointed to a specific role in life.

The biblical limitations are liberations

Scripture does indeed place distinctive limitations 
on the roles of women and men. But, when it is God 
doing the limiting it is always a limitation that sets 
you free from the bondage of unworkable principles. 
It sets you free to be what you were created to be. It 
is God Himself who gives women particular roles 
and withholds others. As it is in the church “All the 
members do not have the same function” (Romans 
12:4), so it is in all of nature including manhood and 
womanhood. In the same way, God has defined and 
limited the roles of women for His own glory.

Exercising freedom in Christ

For this reason, I was convinced before God that I 
was only free in Christ to train them to fulfill the 
biblical vision. Therefore, I was not free to teach 
them to be something other than what God estab-
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lished in scripture. As opportunities and desires for 
my girls surfaced, I would ask the question, “Does 
this explicitly fulfill the biblical vision for woman-
hood, or something else?” If it seemed to distract or 
contradict from the biblical vision it was excluded as 
an opportunity.

Consider the choices

Consider your choices in this matter. If you accept 
scripture alone you will have a perfect picture to 
use as your pattern. But, if you feel free to mix the 
principles of popular culture, your experience and 
your own wisdom, you can guarantee that you will 
facilitate a syncretized womanhood. The reality is, 
you can either have it God’s way or you can have it 
your way. It is just that simple. If you believe that 
you can make up your personal version of manhood 
and womanhood as you go, you will end up with just 
that. But you must live with the fact that what you 
have is an idol of your own making. Re-inventing 
womanhood out of our own fallen brains produces 
a deformity of nature - a monster. This is why guid-
ing daughters by scripture alone is the only rational 
position.
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What should parents and daughters do about this? 

First, they need to study scripture together. But this 
study needs to be governed by a heartfelt apprecia-
tion for the words and categories of scripture. Un-
derstanding requires humble and submissive hearts. 
Second, let me suggest that it is also critical that they 
memorize the scriptures that define their roles. With 
His Word in their hearts, they will be able to detect 
and expose the encroaching feminism. These activi-
ties will steady and embolden them when confront-
ed with the feminist vision which pervades both 
church and secular culture. It will also make them 
wise in the things of God. Sadly, many churches are 
not upholding the biblical doctrine of womanhood, 
and they often unwittingly promote feminist ideol-
ogy. 

To clarify the biblical vision

This book is written to clarify the biblical vision. You 
will notice that I am assuming that the readers will 
someday be married. Although this may not be the 
case for every one of them, it will be the case for the 
majority. I hope it will be a helpful tool to prepare 
you to be either single or married for the glory of 
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God. For there is no better way to nurture them to 
fulfill the biblical vision for womanhood.
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“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our im-
age, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.’ So God created man in His own image; 
in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them.”
     Genesis 1:26-27
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Pillar 1
“An Image Bearer”

The breathtaking significance of womanhood is re-
vealed in the Garden of Eden, in what appears to 
be the first poem in the Bible. God must have felt it 
was important to explain quickly that your dignity 
comes from heaven. Because of this, men are com-
manded to treat women with extreme care and to 
protect them to the death. 

Blessed with valuable attributes

To be made in the image of God “Imago Dei” is to 
possess valuable attributes which are divinely en-
dowed. As image bearers, women possess an im-
mortal spirit, and are gifted with qualities that are 
reflective of God Himself. You have the capacity to 
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know God and to be known. Therefore, you have an 
innate worth that demands thoughtful and special 
care. 

What you believe about women matters

It matters greatly what you believe about the nature 
of a woman. The atheist believes that a woman is 
simply a random collection of atoms and you can 
do whatever you want with her - divorce her, abuse 
her, abandon her. It doesn’t matter for she is only a 
random, meaningless collection of atoms. 

The Hindu believes that women are a liability and 
their doctrine of womanhood gives men the free-
dom to despise and even kill them. For example, if 
your husband dies, you may be burned on his fu-
neral pyre because you are viewed as a liability. 

In Islam, women are viewed as property, to be used 
for pleasure and exploited for procreation. 

If you are a female born in China, you may be killed 
at birth for you are not regarded as valuable to so-
ciety. Males are judged to be of higher value than 
females.
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In non Christian philosophies and religions of the 
world, women are devalued. But in striking contrast, 
Christianity places women in high honor. One way 
that God honors women is by surrounding them 
with protectors who are under specific commands 
to know, protect and nurture  and even die for them 
(Deuteronomy 30, Ephesians 5:25. 6:1-4). Because 
of the forces at work in the world and in your own 
heart, you will often be faced with the temptation 
to think wrongly about yourself. You will perhaps 
even loathe your frame or your skin and be filled 
with discouragement.

In contrast, every daughter of Zion should marvel 
that she is made in the image of God. There are three 
radical life transforming implications of this for ev-
ery daughter. 

Joy and confidence

First, the knowledge of your nature should cause 
joy and confidence to fill your soul, for you have re-
ceived your dignity and value from a source far be-
yond your own imagination and your culture. You 
are a completely unique creation for the glory of 
God. You were knit together in your mother’s womb 
by the wisdom and knowledge of God. You lack 
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nothing in value. Therefore, you must understand 
the wonder of your creation. You may get discour-
aged or even angry and end up thinking, “I’m not 
important.” So remember that it is God, the creator 
of all there is who comes to you and affirms your 
significance. This was established before the foun-
dation of the world, by the only wise God, who has 
anointed you with his own image. 

Godly government

Second, this is one of the most important arguments 
for the godly government and care of your mind, 
body and emotions. Dear daughter of Zion, “Possess 
your own vessel in sanctification and honor.” Preserve 
and keep it for the glory of God, by presenting “Your 
body as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.” 
(1Thessalonians 4:4, 2 Timothy 2:21, Romans 12:1-
2).

Don’t despise God’s guardianship

Third, don’t despise the commands for the guard-
ianship God has placed around you. Your nature as 
a woman is the reason God has built around you so 
many protections. As a young girl, God makes your 
father your head and charges him to govern you like 
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His Father in heaven does. When you are married, 
He places you under the safekeeping of your hus-
band. If your husband dies, He provides your family 
and the church to care for you.

Since you bear the marks and attributes of the image 
of God, you have an appointment from God to live 
according to your design. You must play the role ap-
pointed. You are the specially designed daughter of 
the King of Kings.
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“And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on 
Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, 
and closed up the flesh in its place. Then the rib 
which the Lord God had taken from man He 
made into a woman, and He brought her to the 
man. And Adam said: “This is now bone of my 
bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 
     
          Genesis 2:21-23


