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The process of getting and staying married is severely malfunctioning in 
our land. With the divorce rate in the church statistically indistinguish-
able from the unbelieving world, it would not be considered hyperbole 
to say that today’s marriages in the churches are a moral disaster. As we 
have slowly adopted the ways of the world in nearly every area of life in 
order to maintain our respectability, at the same time, we have lost our 
ability to properly join our children in marriage. Our children have been 
left with unworkable methods in a broken godless system. However, in 
1859 a pastor wrote a book on home life that included instructions to 
Christian parents on how to help their children marry. The Reverend 
Samuel Philips brings his counsel to us from 1859 as a timely reminder 
of the wisdom of God for all family life. This book contains that sage 
godly counsel from another century.
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These instructions on courtship and inheritance have been 
extracted from this book “The Christian Home”

 By Rev. Samuel Philips in 1859.
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Preparing your children to be married and then guiding them 
through the selection process can be like walking through a 
mine field. People may use similar language to explain how 
they want to go about “courting” or “betrothal’ or “dating”, 
but the definitions of these terms may be as diverse and per-
sonal as one’s DNA. People often use a confusing array of ter-
minology to explain how they want to engage in this process 
and it often leads to misunderstanding.

These problems are inflamed because we often use terminol-
ogy that is not found in scripture and is subject to private 
interpretation. This just means that we ought to be careful to 
define terms so others understand what we mean by what we 
say. For example, if we use words like “courtship” and “dat-
ing” which do not appear in scripture, we ought to make sure 
we understand what biblical principles we are loading into 
these words.

Here are some of the conclusions I have come to on the mat-
ter of the pre-marital relationship.

First, scripture presents sufficient principles.

I believe that scripture presents patterns that are workable 
and applicable, but I don’t believe that scripture provides a 
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single formula for governing the process. There are authori-
tative commands and principles that govern sexuality (Gala-
tians 5:13-26), community (Ephesians 4:1-16), the nature of 
marriage (Ephesians 5:22-33), and the creation order rela-
tionships (Ephesians 6:1-4). These are beacons of light shin-
ing on our paths.

At the same time, I am not comfortable presenting airtight 
cookie cutter formulas to guide every part of the courtship 
process. Scripture seems to present a diversity of applications, 
for there are simply no courtship/marriage stories which are 
exactly alike. I believe this means that God has designed flex-
ibility in the process and He expects us to walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, using scripture to guide our steps.

Second, the current dating system is unbiblical and de-
structive.

The patterns of dating and it’s underlying principles are 
worldly, bankrupt and fraught with faith diluting and mar-
riage destroying, evangelism hampering elements (Romans 
1:1-2). Consider these five marks of dating in our day. It fea-
tures random engagements instead of strategic engagements; 
multiple engagements instead of carefully considered engage-
ments; individualistic inclinations and passions instead of 
kingdom conscious thinking; romantic methodology instead 
of principled methodology; immoral relationships instead of 
proactively pure relationships.
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The process of getting and staying married is severely mal-
functioning in our land. With the divorce rate in the church 
statistically indistinguishable from the unbelieving world, it 
would not be considered hyperbole to say that today’s mar-
riages in the churches are a moral disaster. As we have slowly 
adopted the ways of the world in nearly every area of life in 
order to maintain our respectability, at the same time, we 
have lost our ability to properly join our children in mar-
riage. Our children have been left with unworkable methods 
in a broken godless system.

This is why I hope these culturally acceptable practices would 
be abandoned by the church and replaced with more rational 
and intentionally biblical approaches.

Third, I hold to five principles for handling the pre-marital 
relationship.

First, the couple must honor parental authority and respon-
sibility. Scripture makes fathers the heads of their sons and 
daughters, (Numbers 30, Ephesians 6:1-4), which is why I do 
not believe that it is appropriate for suitors to woo my daugh-
ters without my permission. Suitors are not allowed to relate 
with my daughters in a way that would attempt to win them 
until I am convinced of the wisdom of moving forward. Be-
cause of the structural headship of our household, it is appro-
priate for the couple to cheerfully place themselves under my 
timelines and requirements. Why would I have these con-
straints? One reason is that I want to avoid premature, vain 
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twitterpations and multiple mini divorces before my children 
are married.

Second, wise counselors who know the couple must be con-
sulted and there should be a general affirmation of the mar-
riage (Genesis 24, Proverbs 15:22).

Third, a process of interviewing and screening is necessary to 
establish equal yoking and compatible values (2 Corinthians 
6:14).

Fourth, the couple should have a genuine tender love for one 
another and passion for the marriage, and not be forced into 
it (Genesis 24:67).

Fifth, purity must be maintained according to biblical defini-
tions and protections should be in place to assist in moral 
success(Colossians 3:5).

I pray that we in the church will not follow the ways of the 
gentiles in our pre-marital practices, but that we will glorify 
God with sweet courtships, betrothals and marriages, honor-
ing the Word of God and dedicated to Christ and His won-
derful kingdom.
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About the Book
The following thoughts on preparation for marriage and in-
heritance come from the Rev. Samuel Philips, in a book he 
published in 1859, entitled, “The Christian Home, as it is in 
the Sphere of the Nature and the Church.” This book is full 
of practical wisdom for home and church life. This section 
of the book on matchmaking has been extracted from the 
whole in order to highlight the subject matter.

I felt this should be reprinted because Mr. Philips has helpful 
insights into some of the problems of helping our children 
get married. There are many difficulties that parents and chil-
dren encounter during this process and there is really not 
much written on the subject. I thought it would be helpful to 
bring the thinking of someone outside of our cultural milieu 
to help us consider the issues.

Some may read what he has written and feel that he has not 
said enough or answered all the questions that one might 
have. It is true that Mr. Philips does not answer every ques-
tion, nor does he provide answers for every situation, but he 
does address many important issues that I trust will be help-
ful.

Mr. Philips’ thinking will cause us to make progress for stra-
tegic, thoughtful, God conscious marriages. What is needed 
in the church today are principled thoughtful marriages for 
the glory of God.  



14



15

CHAPTER ONE

The House Parlor
Preparing your home for considering 

marriage partners

The Christian home includes the parlor. This depart-
ment we must give but a brief and passing notice. Yet 
it is as important and responsible as the nursery. In 
it we have a view of the relations of home to society 
beyond it. The parlor is set apart for social commu-
nion with the world. Much of momentous interest is 
involved in this relation. The choice of companions, 
the forming of attachments and matrimonial alli-
ances, the establishment of social position and influ-
ence in life beyond the family. These are all involved 
in the home-parlor. 



16

Why hold this period of time as sacred?

If we would, therefore, escape the shackles and con-
tamination of corrupt society, we must hold the 
parlor sacred and give to it the air and bearing of at 
least a moral aristocracy. Home is the first form of 
society. The law of love rules and reigns there. It is 
enthroned in the heart, and casts light around our 
existence. In that society we live above the trammels 
of artificial life. In its parlor the members merge 
with society beyond its sacred precincts. Hence it is 
the most beautiful room, the best furniture is there; 
smiles adorn it. Friends meet there; fashion meets 
there in her silks and jewels, with her circumstance 
and custom, her sympathies, antipathies and many 
kinds of conversation; form and profession reign 
there; flatteries and hypocrisies intrude themselves 
there; pledges are given there; attachments and vows 
are made there; the mind and heart are impressed 
and molded there; the cobweb lines of etiquette are 
drawn there; a panorama of social fascinations pass 
before the youthful eye there. These make the par-
lor the most dangerous department of home. There 
the young receive their first introduction to soci-
ety; there they see the world in all the brilliancy of 
outward life, in the pomp and pageantry of a vanity 
fair. All seems to them as a fairy dream, as a brilliant 
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romance; their hearts are allured by these outward 
attractions; their imaginations are fed upon the un-
real, and they learn to judge character by the exter-
nal trappings in which its reality is concealed. They 
estimate worth by the beauty of the face and form, 
by the cost of dress and the movements of the body. 
They form their notions of happiness from fashion, 
fortune and position. They become enslaved to love-
sick novels and fashionable amusements. There, too, 
they make choice of companions; there they form 
matrimonial alliances; there their hearts are devel-
oped, their minds trained for social life, their affec-
tions directed, and influence brought to bear upon 
them, which will determine their well being or their 
woe. 

Guarding this time of life

If this is the influence of the home-parlor, should it 
not be held sacred, and made to correspond in all 
the uses for which it is set apart, with the spirit and 
character of a Christian family; and should not its 
doors be effectually guarded against the intrusion of 
spurious and demoralizing elements of society? Par-
ents should teach their children all about the char-
acter, interests and deceptions of parlor-life. They 
should undeceive them in their natural proneness 
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to judge people from the standpoint of character as-
sumed in the parlor. They see the lamb there, but not 
the lion; the smile but not the frown; the affability of 
manner, but not the tyranny of spirit. They hear the 
language of flattery, but not the tongue of slander. 
They see no weak points, detect no evil temper and 
bad habits. There is an artificial screen behind which 
all that is revolting and dangerous is concealed. Who 
would venture to judge a person by his mechanical 
movements in the parlor? Many are there the very 
opposite to what they are elsewhere. 

“Abroad too kind, at home ‘tis steadfast hate, and one 
eternal tempest of debate. What foul eruptions from a 
look most meek! What thunders bursting from a dim-
pled cheek! Such dead devotion, such zeal for crimes, 
such licensed ill, such masquerading times, such venal 
faiths, such misapplied applause, such flattered guilt, 
and such inverted laws!” 

A dangerous season

One of the most dangerous periods of life is when 
we leave the nursery and school, and enter the par-
lor. With what solicitude, therefore, should Chris-
tian parents guard their parlors from social corrup-
tion. They should prepare their children for society, 
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not only by teaching them its manners and customs, 
how to act in company, how to grace a party, and 
move with refined ease among companions there, 
but also by teaching them the dangers and corrup-
tions which lurk in their midst and follow in the train 
of rustling silks and fashionable drama. They should 
never permit their parlor to become the scene of 
fashionable tyranny. The Christian parlor can be no 
depot for fashion. It should be sacred to God and to 
the church. It should be a true exponent of the social 
elements of Christianity. It should not be a hermit-
age, a state of seclusion from the world; but should 
conform to fashion yet so far only as the laws of a 
sanctified taste and refinement will admit. 

These laws exclude all compromise and amalgama-
tion with the ungodly spirit and customs of the world. 
Allegiance to the higher and better law of God will 
keep us from submission to the laws of a depraved 
taste and carnal desire. We must keep ourselves un-
spotted from the world. Whenever we submit with 
scrupulous exactness to the laws of fashion; when-
ever we yield a servile complaisance to its forms and 
ceremonies, wink at its extremes and immoralities 
and absurd expenditures, seek its flatteries and in-
dulge in its whims and caprices, by throwing open 
our parlors as the theatre of their plot, and introduc-
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ing our children to their actors and master-spirits, we 
prostitute our homes, our religion and those whom 
God has given us to train up for Himself, to interests 
and pleasures the most unworthy of the Christian 
name and character. 

Attractions away from home can destroy the en-
joyment of one another

There is much danger now of the Christian home 
becoming in this way slavishly bound to the influ-
ence and attractions of society beyond the pale of 
the church, until all relish for home-enjoyment is 
lost, and its members no longer seek and enjoy each 
other’s association. They drain the cup of voluptuous 
pleasure to its dregs, and flee from home as dull. The 
husband leaves his wife, and seeks his company in 
fashionable saloons, at the card table or in halls of 
revelry. The wife leaves the society of her children, 
and in company with a bosom companion, seeks to 
throw off the tedium of home, at masquerade meet-
ings, at the theater or in the ball-room, where 

“Vice, once by modest nature chained, and legal ties, 
expatiates unrestrained; without thin decency held up 
to view, naked she stalks o’er law and gospel too!” 
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Children often go their own way

The children follow their example; become disgusted 
with each other’s company, and sacrifice their time 
and talents to a thousand little trifles and absurdi-
ties. Taste becomes depraved, and loses all relish for 
national enjoyment. The heart teems with idle fan-
cies and vain imaginations. Sentimentalism takes 
the place of religion; filthy literature and fashionable 
cards shove the Family Bible in some obscure nook 
of their parlor and their hearts. The hours devoted 
to family prayer are now spent in a giddy whirl of 
amusement and intoxicating pleasure, in the study 
of the latest fashions and of the newly-published love 
adventures of some nabob in the world of refined 
scoundrelism. The parental solicitude, once directed 
to the eternal welfare of the child, is now expended 
in match-making and setting out in the world. 

Unfit influences creep in during this season

Thus does the Christian home often become adul-
terated with the world by its indiscriminate asso-
ciation with unfit social elements. That portion of 
society whose master-spirits are love-stricken poets, 
languishing girls, amorous grandmothers, and sap-
headed fiction writers, is certainly unfit for a place 
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in the parlor of the Christian family. We should not 
permit the principles of common-sense decorum to 
give place to the lawless vagaries of fancy and the 
hollow-hearted forms of artificial life. Under the 
gaudy drapery of smiles and flounces, of rustling 
silks and blandishments, there are hearts as brutish 
and stultified, and heads as brainless and incapable 
of gentle and moral emotion, and characters as self-
ish and ungenerous, as were ever concealed beneath 
the rags of poverty, or the uncouth manners and 
rough garb of the incarcerated villain!

Unspotted home life must be maintained during 
this time.

It is, therefore, beneath the dignity of the Christian 
to permit his home to become in any way a prey to 
immoral and irreligious associations and influenc-
es. Like the personal character of the Christian, it 
should be kept unspotted from the world; and no 
spirit, no customs, no companions, opposed to re-
ligion, should be permitted to enter its sacred lim-
its. Heedless of this important requisition, parents 
may soon see their children depart from the ways in 
which they were trained in the nursery, and at last 
become a curse to them, and bring down their gray 
hairs with sorrow to the grave. 
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Beware of inadequate guardianship during this 
time

Here is indeed the great fault of many Christian 
parents in the present day. They do not exert that 
guardian care they should over the social relations 
and interests of their children. They are too un-
scrupulous in their introduction to the world, and 
leave them in ignorance of its snares and deceptions. 
What results can they look for if they permit their 
parlor tables to become burdened with French nov-
els, and their children to mingle in company whose 
influence is the most detrimental to the interests of 
pure and undefiled religion? Can they reflect upon 
their daughters for forming improper attachments 
and alliances? Can they wonder if their sons be-
come desperadoes, and ridicule the religion of their 
parents? No! They permitted them to dally with the 
fangs of a viper which found a ready admittance into 
their parlor; and upon them, therefore, will rest the 
responsibility, yea the deep and eternal curse! 

Parents will be held responsible

Woe unto you, thou unfaithful parent; the voice of 
your children’s blood shall send up from the hal-
lowed ground of home, one loud and penetrating 



24

cry to God for vengeance; and thou shalt be “beaten 
with many stripes.” It will not only cry out against 
you, but cling to you! 

Guard this time from corrupting companions

Guard your parlor, therefore, from the corrupting 
influence of all immoral associations. Be not carried 
away by the pomp and glare of refined and deco-
rated wickedness. Let not the ornaments and mag-
nificence of mere outward life divert your attention 
from those hidden principles which prompt to ac-
tion. In the choice of companions for your children 
in the parlor, look to the ornaments of the heart 
rather than to those of the body. Be not allured by 
the parade of circumstance and position in life. Be 
not carried away by that which may intoxicate for a 
moment, and then leave the heart in more wretch-
edness than before. Ever remember that the future 
condition of your children, their domestic character 
and happiness, will depend upon the kind of com-
pany you admit in your parlor. This leads us to the 
consideration of the part Christian parents should 
take in the marriage of their children. This we shall 
investigate in our next chapter under the head of 
“Match-making.” 


